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New h o p es .  
New experiences. New 
excitement. All this in 
one sport, ju n io r  high 
football. This year was 
the first for the ju n io r  
high football team. "It 
was great getting to 
play a sport I love ear
lier on in school," com
m ented  e igh th-grader 
Tim Bates. Tim was the 
s ta r t in g  q u a r te rb ack  
for the  ju n io r  Bears 
th is y e a r  in th e ir  in 
augural season.

"We d id n 't  do 
well this season, but as 
a player and part of 
the  team, we had  a 
great time," said Jesse 
Diffin. The Bears went 
0-4 this year. "I’ve got 
high hopes for varsity  
next year, I can 't  wait 
to get in to  the  real 
thing," said Tim Bates, 
"Just as long as the 
p ra c t ic e s  a r e n ' t  too 
hard!"

T he  A sh ley  
th ree  m em ber Eques
t r i a n  te a m , Ben

Crocker, Cody Osborn 
and Sarah Wayer, also 
had a season that went 
off like a cannon when 
they took First place in 
the Class C division and 
made it all the way to 
state competition.

"As a sp eed  
racer, I took two first 
places in the state fi
n a ls ,"  s a id  Ben 
Crocker, "and  th a t 's  
pretty  good."

Cody Osborn, as 
well, took home two 
first places in the state 
finals. "It's pretty good 
to make it to the state 
finals and  place sev
en th  overall and  have 
only a three m em ber 
team ," Cody s ta ted . 
"That says a lot about 
our status."

For a team not 
often recognized as a 
sport at Ashley, they 
made quite a mark in 
Ashley equestrian his
tory.

Tony Miller
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